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PROGRAM 


Informal  Reception  9:15  -  10:45 

Downstairs,  Educational  Building 

Worship  Celebration  11:30  -  12:00 

Sanctuary 

Anniversary  Luncheon  12:30 
Fellowship  Hall 


THE  ORIGINAL  CHURCH 


The  first  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  October  9,  1903  at  a  cost 
of  $1575.00 

A  HISTORICAL  SUMMARY 

by 

Harland  M.  Deal 

As  we  know,  the  early  followers  of  Christ  were  known  for  quite  some 
time  only  as  "Christians".  As  years  passed  certain  rules  and  regulations 
were  adopted  by  the  early  Church  for  the  government  of  its  people.  These 
became  known  as  creeds,  rites,  ordinances,  sacraments,  etc.  The  elected 
heads  of  the  Church  were  known  as  Bishops  or  Popes.  A  split  in  the  Church 
divided  it  into  the  Eastern  or  Orthodox,  while  the  Western  became  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

In  the  16th  century  this  body  was  in  turn  split  by  a  protest  movement 
known  as  the  Reformation.  A  monk  by  the  name  of  Martin  Luther  was 
recognized  as  the  revolt  leader  in  Germany.  In  Zurich,  Switzerland 
another  monk  was  also  bitterly  protesting  the  evils  of  his  church.  He  was 
known  as  Ulrich  Zwingli,  and  became  the  leader  in  that  part  of  Europe. 
Both  these  monks  were  trying  to  cleanse  or  consect  what  they  knew  to  be 
grave  errors  of  their  Church  (Roman). 

The  followers  of  Luther  became  known  as  "Lutherans",  while  those 
of  Zwingli  were  known  as  "Reformed."  At  the  death  of  Zwingli  at  the 
hands  of  the  Pope's  army,  a  sympathetic  Frenchman,  John  Calvin,  became 
leader  of  this  Reformed  following.  A  portion  of  this  group  became  known 
as  "Presbyterians." 
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The  great  Baptist  Church  came  from  friends  of  Zwingli  who  would  not 
accept  infant  baptism.  Present  day  churches  still  carrying  the  name 
"Reformed,"  are  The  Reformed  Church  of  North  (Dutch),  The  Christian 
Reformed  Church,  The  Free  Magyor  Reformed  Church  (Hungarian). 

Since  we  are  proud  followers  of  the  great  reformers,  Luther  and 
Zwingli,  who  cherish  our  heritage,  we  need  not  "look  up"  to,  nor  "down 
upon"  any  other  following.  Our  same  mission  being  to  lift  high  the  banner 
of  Our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 

It  might  be  truly  said  that  the  beginning  of  The  Reformed  Church 
in  Lenoir,  North  Carolina,  came  about  in  the  year  of  1890  when  Mr.  J.  P. 
Rabb  and  family  moved  here  from  the  town  of  Maiden  in  Catawba  County. 

Not  long  afterwards  a  man  by  the  name  of  C.  H.  A.  Rupp,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Lehigh  County,  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
Lenoir.  Soon  afterwards  others  of  the  Reformed  Church  heritage  moved  to 
Lenoir;  they  being  G.  R.  Boyd,  J.  F.  Bost,  and  J.  J.  Gall. 

At  the  request  of  these  few  families  Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy  of  Corinth 
Church  at  Hickory  visited  them  and  held  worship  services  from  time  to 
time.  The  first  recorded  service  being  held  on  November  30,  1896,  at 
Mary's  Grove  Chapel,  about  two  miles  west  of  Lenoir.  The  following  spring 
meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Classis  heard  their  request  for  additional 
help  in  the  form  of  worship  services.  Classis  asked  Rev.  Murphy  to 
shepherd  the  little  flock.  Others  of  the  ministerial  members  of  the  Catawba 
College  faculty  at  Newton,  N.  C.  also  helped. 

This  arrangement  of  agreement  continued  until  May  8,  1898,  when 
Zion  Reformed  Church  of  Lenoir,  N.  C.  was  officially  organized.  Dr.  P.  M. 
Trexler  conducted  the  organizational  meeting  with  the  following  as  charter 
members:  J.  P.  Rabb,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Rabb,  I.  G.  Rabb,  Jr.,  George  F.  Thomason, 
Mrs.  George  R.  Thomason,  G.  R.  Boyd,  C.  H.  A.  Rupp,  John  F.  Bost. 
The  Consistorymen  were  J.  P.  Rabb  and  George  F.  Thomason,  elders; 
C.  H.  A.  Rupp  and  G.  R.  Boyd  were  deacons.  By  action  of  North  Carolina 
Classis,  meeting  in  Newton,  N.  C,  the  new  congregation  was  committed  to 
Dr.  Trexler.  During  the  summer  of  1901  ministerial  student  Walter  W.  Rowe 
served  the  congregation,  and  also  the  congregation  at  Mt.  Bethel  Church, 
Blowing  Rock,  N.  C. 

At  a  congregational  meeting  held  on  June  8,  1902,  presided  over  by 
Walter  W.  Rowe,  a  decision  was  reached  to  build  a  house  of  worship  in 
Lenoir.  Mr.  Rowe  appointed  the  following  building  committee:  J.  P.  Rabb, 
G.  R.  Boyd,  Preston  Rabb,  John  F.  Bost  and  C.  H.  A.  Rupp.  A  lot  was 
purchased  on  West  College  Avenue  and  the  building  was  soon  under 
construction.  The  first  worship  service  in  the  new  edifice  was  held  by 
Dr.  J.  C.  Clapp  on  May  10,  1903.  The  dedication  service  was  conducted  on 
August  9,  1903,  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Murphy,  while  Dr.  Clapp  was  the  preacher  of 
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the  day.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  $1,575.00.  The  membership  at  that 
time  was  14  adults. 

Rev.  Will  H.  McNairy  was  installed  as  the  first  regular  pastor  by  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  on  October  1,  1903.  He  faithfully  served  the 
congregation  until  1908.  During  his  pastorate  his  brother  Dr.  C.  Banks 
McNairy  moved  to  Lenoir  from  Missouri  where  he  had  gone  some  years 
prior  to  practice  medicine.  About  1904  Rev.  McNairy 's  mother,  together 
with  her  daughters— Jennie,  Mamie,  Addie,  Caroline,  and  Nettie  moved  to 
Lenoir  from  Crescent,  Rowan  County,  N.  C.  Brother  John  R.  McNairy  and 
his  wife,  Hattie,  came  to  Lenoir  the  following  year.  Moving  to  Lenoir  with 
the  McNairy  family  was  A.  A.  Blackwelder  and  sons,  Dwight  and  Verne. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Hedrick,  Sr.  came  to  Lenoir  from  Davidson  County  in  1898.  His 
brother  Ivey  Hedrick  and  family  moved  here  in  1911,  coming  from  High 
Point,  N.  C. 

Some  other  families  active  in  Zion  Church  in  her  early  years  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Self,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Abernathy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  A. 
Link,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Mize,  Jesse  L.  and  Jake  Ingle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Williams,  G.  W.  Klutz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Greer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crews, 
P.  A.  Carpenter  and  family,  brothers  Fred  and  Robert  Boyd. 

As  Zion  Church  continued  to  grow,  so  did  our  denomination.  In 
1934  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  merged  with  The 
Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America  to  form  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church.  This  body  in  turn  merged  with  the  Congregational  Christian 
Churches  on  June  25,  1957,  to  form  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  which  is 
our  present  status. 


W.  H.  McNAIRY  REV.  JOHN  C.  PEELER,  D.D. 

The  First  Regular  Pastor  Eighth  Pastor 

1903  -  1907  1923  -  1935 
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Our  present  edifice  is  the  third  occupied  since  becoming  a  congrega- 
tion. The  first,  as  already  stated,  was  built  on  West  College  opposite 
Lenoir  High  School's  Athletic  field.  During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  John  C. 
Peeler,  Zion  Church  purchased  from  Lenoir's  First  Baptist  Congregation 
their  property  on  West  Harper  Avenue.  January  1924,  was  the  date  of 
occupancy.  The  total  cost  here,  plus  improvements  was  $17,500.00.  The 
former  location  on  West  College  was  sold  to  College  Avenue  Baptist  Church. 
Zion  Congregation  had  seen  considerable  growth  at  this  time. 


On  June  23,  1923,  Zion  Congregation  purchased  from  the  First  Baptist 
Congregation   their   property   on  West   Harper  Avenue  for  $17,500.00. 

On  January  19,  1936,  by  congregational  action,  it  was  decided  to  sell 
the  old  parsonage  and  build  a  new  one.  In  due  time  it  was  occupied.  The 
cost  was  $9,000.00.  The  building  Committee  was  M.  M.  Williams,  Clyde  R. 
Hedrick,  and  C.  Dennis  Rabb.  Also  during  Dr.  W.  W.  Rowe's  pastorate  the 
Congregation  purchased  one  and  a  half  acres  of  the  former  Davenport  College 
property  on  West  College  Street.  Cost  of  the  lot,  plus  a  two  story  house  was 
$5,000.00. 

In  1951,  while  Rev.  Arthur  Detwiler  was  pastor,  contract  was  given  to 
Herman-Sipe  Company  of  Conover  to  erect  the  Educational  plans  of  our 
proposed  building.  The  total  cost  of  this  wing  plus  furnishings  was 
$73,095.71.  C.  Dennis  Rabb  served  as  Chairman  of  the  building  committee. 
During  Rev.  Detwiler's  pastorate  several  new  programs  were  begun.  Our 
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worship  service  became  liturgical,  youth  and  adult  programs  were  instituted, 
family  nights  were  begun,  and  church  school  outings  and  picnics  were  held. 

The  day  of  our  initial  service  in  the  new  building  was  a  memorable  one. 
Deconsecration  service  was  held  for  the  old  sanctuary  on  West  Harper 
Avenue.  The  congregation  then  led  by  Pastor  Detwiler  marched  in 
reverant  procession  to  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  new  building.  Rev.  Aubrey 
Hedrick,  then  president  of  Southern  Synod,  participated  in  the  service. 

On  November  11,  1956,  while  Rev.  Henry  Meier  was  pastor,  dedica- 
tory service  and  cornerstone  laying  ritual  was  held.  This  important  and 
impressive  service  consisted  of  a  morning  and  afternoon  program.  Partici- 
pating ministers,  in  addition  to  Rev.  Meier,  were  Dr.  H.  A.  Fesperman, 
Rev.  Ray  E.  Leinback,  Marcus  Shepherd.  The  cost  of  the  Sanctuary,  plus 
furnishings,  fees,  etc.,  was  in  excess  of  $139,000.00.  The  building 
Committee  consisted  of  M.  M.  Williams,  Chairman,  C.  Dennis  Rabb,  Thomas 
C.  Harville,  John  F.  Bost,  Dr.  Clyde  R.  Hedrick,  Dr.  Verne  H.  Blackwelder, 
Earl  O.  Abernathy,  Mrs.  John  F.  Bost,  Mrs.  Clarence  B.  Hedrick. 

During  Dr.  George  E.  Dillinger's  pastorate,  a  special  Mortgage  Burning 
Observance  was  held  during  the  morning  hour  of  worship  on  Sunday, 
February  3,  1963.  This  too,  was  a  memorable  day  at  Zion.  All  rejoiced 
that  our  Congregation  was  now  debt  free.  Prior  to  the  arrival  of  Dr. 
Dillinger,  the  parsonage  was  renovated.  Also  new  shrubs  and  trees  were 
set  in  the  lawn. 

During  the  past  interims  that  Zion  Church  was  vacant,  we  were  served 
most  ably  by  Dr.  Porter  Sewell  in  1961  and  Dr.  Donald  Selby  in  1966 
from  Catawba  College.  Ministerial  student  William  R.  Yacum  also  supplied 
us  one  summer. 

Zion  Church  has  given  three  sons  to  the  denomination  for  the 
Gospel  ministry:  Rev.  Huitt  R.  Carpenter,  Rev.  Lonnie  A.  Carpenter,  and 
Rev.  John  E.  Harrison. 


ZION  CHURCH  TODAY 

Zion  Church  in  the  last  six  years  has  been  trying  to  move  toward  its 
purpose  and  program  in  mission,  ministry  and  witness.  A  Memorial  Fund 
of  both  designated  and  undesignated  gifts  has  been  established  with  a 
memorial  stand  located  in  the  Narthex.  The  book  of  Remembrance  lists 
those  in  whose  memory  a  gift  is  given,  donators  and  items  secured.  A  page  is 
turned  each  Sunday  in  the  Book  of  Remembrance.  Through  the  memorial 
fund  a  new  Baptism  font,  altar  ware,  Chancel  Reredos,  Advent  items, 
Narthex  refinished,  books  for  Library  and  yard  beautification  has  been 
possible. 
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Dedication  was  held  November  11,  1956,  for  the  sanctuary  portion  of  our 
building  with  the  educational  building  being  dedicated  in  the  Spring  of  1953. 

Perhaps  a  unique  item  is  our  "Information  Room"  whereby  pamphlets, 
folders,  and  booklets  are  available  on  all  church  promotions.  The  official 
bulletin  board  of  the  church  is  located  in  this  room  along  with  the  Sunday 
Church  School  desk.  The  family  boxes  are  in  this  room  where  each  family 
receives  their  material,  devotional  booklets  and  other  items. 

Dial-A-Prayer  in  Lenoir  became  a  reality  on  January  16,  1968, 
through  the  efforts  of  Zion  Church.  This  is  a  ministry  of  service  to  all 
persons  who  can  dial  a  phone  in  witness  to  our  faith.  A  prayer  meditation 
is  placed  daily  by  the  pastor.  Today  this  24  hour  ministry  will  average  better 
than  50  calls  a  day. 

Caldwell  Yokefellow  has  the  direct  support  and  cooperation  of  Zion 
Church  along  with  several  other  churches  in  our  county.  Not  only  financial 
support  but  we  have  some  twelve  persons  directly  involved  in  some  aspect  of 
the  many  ministries  which  Yokefellow  serves. 

Our  Library-Resource  Room  was  open  for  use  in  the  Spring  of  1972. 
This  is  one  of  the  real  highlights  of  our  building  use.  The  books  and  some  of 
the  visual  aids  are  displayed  face  out.  Many  of  the  historical  books  from 
W.  W.  Rowe  Memorial  Library  are  encased  in  the  glass  closed  shelves. 
Children's  books,  guidance  and  devotional  books,  along  with  current  books 
are  the  emphasis.  One  cabinet  contains  the  audio-visuals  and  another 
cabinet  serves  as  a  historical  file  of  reference  items  and  past  issues  of  maga- 
zines and  papers. 
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In  April  of  1971  "Come  Togethers"  were  begun  whereby  the  Youth 
of  Zion  Church  along  with  pastor  meets  monthly  with  all  school  children  of 
our  Church  from  5:00  -  7:00  with  the  ladies  volunteering,  serving  a  light 
supper.  This  has  proved  very  successful  with  some  change  from  time  to 
time  in  the  general  outline  of  the  evening. 

Our  Junior  Choir,  then  named  Children's  Choir  began  April  30, 
1970,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  John  F.  Bost,  III.  Today  the  Junior 
Choir  meets  weekly  for  not  only  just  practicing  but  singing  and  music 
instruction.  On  Sunday  morning  at  10:30  there  is  a  period  of  music  for 
small  children  in  the  growing  "Children's  Choir"  of  those  coming  of  age. 

The  worship  hour  celebrations  have  moved  into  more  understanding  in 
keeping  with  the  responsibility  of  the  Church  in  each  generation  to  make  the 
faith  a  reality  of  worship,  honesty  of  thought  and  expression.  The 
Advent  season  has  become  a  highlight  of  the  Church  Year  along  with  the 
Lenten  Season  so  long  observed.  Through  the  use  of  the  Chrismon  Tree 
and  other  historic  symbolism,  the  liturgical  acts  have  taken  on  special 
meaning. 

The  Christmas  Eve  worship  has  become  one  of  the  real  specials  in  our 
Church  life.  For  the  past  three  years,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Women's 
Guild,  an  Easter  Sun-Rise  worship  hour  has  been  held  outdoors  on  the  hill 
behind  our  building  followed  by  breakfast  in  our  fellowship  hall. 

Improvements  to  our  Buildings  and  grounds  is  an  almost  daily 
necessity  in  both  major  and  minor  repairs.  In  the  past  six  years,  the  parsonage 
has  been  kept  up,  with  various  improvements  while  our  Church  building 
has  seen  various  changes.  Items  include,  Narthex  refinished,  Sanctuary 
painted  and  new  reredos,  kitchen  with  new  furnishings,  church  parlor 
decorated  in  remembrance  of  Dr.  Caroline  McNairy,  Library,  Nursery  room 
established,  lawn  beautification,  new  roof,  panelling  and  painting  in  our 
educational  building. 

Many  pieces  of  equipment  have  been  added  for  use  in  teaching,  in  the 
promotion  of  the  work  of  the  church,  for  the  worship  celebration  and  in 
use  for  the  mission  of  the  church.  An  organ  fund  is  now  underway  toward 
the  purchase  of  a  new  organ. 

Different  kinds  of  learning  experiences  have  been  made  available  in 
fellowship  nights,  seminars,  special  classes  according  to  the  needs.  Today, 
in  the  active  membership  of  Zion  Church  almost  one  third  of  the  total 
number  is  below  18  years  of  age.  No  less  than  10  of  our  children  and  youth 
have  attended  summer  camps  of  the  Southern  Conference  at  Johns  River 
Valley  Camp  with  15  attending  this  past  year.  Our  Sunday  Church  School 
offers  opportunity  for  all  ages  in  the  introduction  of  persons  into  the  life 
and  mission  of  the  Community  of  Faith.  An  active  program  of  training  is 
carried    on   for  acolytes,  confirmation,  Junior   Choir,   Children's  music, 
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"Come  Togethers",  Vacation  Church  School,  Junior  Messages  in  the  worship 
hour  with  special  liturgical  acts  for  children  on  special  seasons. 

The  laity  groups,  The  Women's  Guild  and  The  Churchmen's  Fellowship 
continue  to  function  in  a  strong  and  dedicated  manner.  The  Chancel  Choir 
under  the  direction  of  John  D.  Miller  and  our  Organist,  Mrs.  W.  Pressley 
Morrow  serve  faithfully  in  a  most  dedicated  manner  in  music  leadership. 
After  20  years  of  service  as  Treasurer  and  Financial  Secretary,  Joe  M. 
Sullivan,  ended  this  position  at  the  beginning  of  1973.  Zion  Church 
expressed  its  appreciation  in  a  special  day  December  31,  1972. 

Due  to  location  and  founding  interest  on  behalf  of  the  leaders  of 
Zion  Church  today  there  continues  a  close  relationship  with  Johns  River 
Valley  Camp  and  Blowing  Rock  Assembly  Grounds.  George  E.  Rabb, 
Treasurer  of  Johns  River  Valley  for  some  twenty  years  continues  today  in 
that  role  as  a  Trustee  and  Business  Manager.  S.  G.  Schell  serves  as  manager 
and  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Camp.  Serving  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Blowing  Rock  Assembly  Grounds  as  the  Treasurer,  Orin  Whitener. 

During  this  current  two  year  period,  two  of  the  officers  of  The 
Catawba  District  Churchmen's  Fellowship  come  from  Zion  Church:  Harland 
Deal  as  President  and  Darrell  Lloyd  as  Secretary.  Dr.  Verne  H.  Blackwelder 
is  a  Trustee  on  the  Catawba  College  Board  and  Dr.  Clyde  R.  Hedrick  is  a 


REV.  ROBERT  MYERS 
1967 
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MRS.  PRESSLEY  MORROW 
Organist 


member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Nazareth  Children's  Home. 

As  Zion  Church  has  faced  the  challenges  and  demands  of  the  late 
60's  and  early  70's  we  have  tried  reform  in  many  of  our  situations  and 
structures.  A  revival,  a  complete  change  to  the  newness  of  Christ  has  been 
attempted  in  our  witness  and  ministry  to  answer  the  call  of  the  day.  But 
neither  form,  renewal  or  revival  has  been  the  answer  as  we  continue  at 
times  to  stumble  over  custom,  tradition  and  ourselves.  The  best  situation 
answer  has  been  revelation  for  us  and  that  even  at  times  has  been  hard  to 
realize.  The  most  complete  understanding  comes  for  us  when  we  as  the 
Household  of  Faith  find  in  knowledge,  experience  and  mission  the 
Resurrection. 


MRS.  PATSY  BOST  MR.  JOHN  D.  MILLER 

Junior  Choir  Director  Chancel  Choir  Director 
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SONS  OF  ZION  CONGREGATION 


Huitt  Carpenter  Lonnie  Carpenter 


Huitt  and  Lonnie  Carpenter  are  sons  of  the  late  Perry  Albert  and 
Mrs.  Dollie  P.  Carpenter. 

Rev.  Huitt  Carpenter  has  served  churches  in  Catawba,  Lincoln, 
Rowan,  Mecklenberg,  Davidson,  Alamance,  and  Cabarrus  Counties  in  North 
Carolina  over  the  past  41  years.  On  March  1973  he  retired  from  the  active 
pastorate  but  will  continue  to  serve  as  supply  when  needed.  He  and  his 
wife,  Ruth,  reside  in  Faith,  North  Carolina. 

Rev.  Lonnie  Carpenter  has  served  as  pastor  of  Faith  Charge,  Rowan 

County  consisting  of  Shiloh,  Faith,  Grace  (Lower  Stone)  Rockwell,  and 
Mt.  Hope  at  Salisbury;  Trinity  Church,  Conover;  First  Church,  Burlington. 
He  is  presently  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Salisbury.  He  and  his  wife,  Jose- 
phine, live  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 

Rev.  John  Harrison  was  an  Assistant  Pastor  at  Corinth  United  Church 
Df  Christ,  Hickory;  Pastor,  Church  of  Wide  Fellowship,  Southern  Pines. 
He  served  as  program  Director  of  the  South  Central  Area  from  1970-71; 
Superintendent,  Robeson  County  Correctional  Institution,  Lumberton, 
1971-72.  Presently  he  is  Superintendent,  Western  Correctional  Center, 
Morganton.  He  and  his  wife,  Lynda,  reside  in  Morganton. 
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FORMER  PASTORS  OF  ZION  CONGREGATION 


Arthur  Detwiler  Henry  Meier  George  Dillenger 

"1949-1953  1953-1961  1962-1966 


Rev.  Arthur  R.  Detwiler  received  his  A.  B.  degree  in  1942  from 
Catawba  College  and  in  1945  he  graduated  from  Lancaster  Seminary.  Over 
a  period  of  23  years  he  served  pastorates  in  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Texas, 
and  Nebraska.  His  health  caused  him  to  leave  the  active  pastorate. 
However,  he  is  active  in  church  financing  and  construction. 

Rev.  Henry  J.  Meier  graduated  from  Mission  House  College  and  Mission 
House  Theological  Seminary.  He  has  held  pastorates  at  St.  Paul's,  Malone, 
Wisconsin;  Peach  Church,  Stevens  Point,  Wisconsin;  Zion  Church,  Dyer, 
Indiana;  Mt.  Tabor  Church,  Lexington,  N.  C;  Beulah  Church,  Lexington; 
St.  Matthew's  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C.  Since  March  1,  1972,  he  has  been 
serving  as  pastor  of  Bethel  Bear  Creek  U.  C.  C.  Church,  Mt.  Pleasant,  N.  C. 

Dr.  George  E.  Dillenger  received  his  B.  S.  from  Ursinus  College, 
Bachelor  of  Divinity  from  Central  Theological  Seminary,  Master  of  Arts 
from  Duke  University,  and  Doctorate  of  Theology  from  Temple  University. 
He  has  served  as  pastor  at  an  inner  city  in  Philadelphia,  Schlatter  Memorial 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  First  Reformed  Church,  Burlington.  He  is  presently 
serving  the  Shiloh  Church  in  Faith,  N.  C. 
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CONSISTORY 
1973 


President  —  Darrell  Lloyd 
Vice  President  -  Phyllis  Miller 

Elders 

S.  G.  Schell 
Emmett  Stevens 
Dr.  Clyde  R.  Hedrick 
Robert  W.  Boyd 
Darrell  Lloyd 
Earl  Abernathy 
Dr.  Paul  P.  Hedrick 
John  Brookshire 


Secretary  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crotts 
Treasurer  —  Charles  Martin 

Deacons 

Kyle  Pennington  —  Chm. 
Harris  Smith 
Gregg  Prevost 
Robert  Suddreth 
Gareth  Kimberlin 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Miller 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crotts 
Charles  Martin 


Mrs.  Pressley  Morrow,  Organist  Robert  E.  Myers,  Pastor 

Mrs.  Patsy  Bost,  Children's  Choir        John  D.  Miller,  Choir  Director 
Director 


PROGRAM  AND  MISSION 


Program  &  Foundation  —  of  our  Church  is: 

1.  Fellowship  (kninoinia)  —  meeting  a  need 

2.  Being  God's  People  —  serving  a  cause 

3.  As  the  Body  of  Christ  —  living  an  existence 

Purpose  &  Mission  -  of  our  Church  is: 

1.  To  worship  God  (rejoice)  —  to  celebrate 

2.  To  Bear  the  Burden  of  the  World  —  to  receive  without  fighting 
back  or  placing  blame 

3.  To  Proclaim  the  Gospel  —  to  give  in  stewardship  and  communicate 
with  all 
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THE  FIRST 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Organized  October  11,  1903 


OFFICERS 

J.  P.  Rabb,  Superintendent  Mrs.  M.  J.  Abernethy,  Treasurer 

W.  H.  McNairy,  Asst.  Supt.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Self,  Organist 

Dennis  Rabb,  Secretary 


TEACHERS 


W.  W.  Rowe 
Mrs.  Clyde  Sawyer 
Thomas  C.  Harville 
Mrs.  Joe  Sullivan 


Mrs.  Earl  Abernethy 
Mrs.  Clyde  Hedrick 
Mrs.  Glenn  Misenheimer 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Rowe 


WOMEN'S  GUILD 


Mrs.  M.  J.  Abernethy,  President 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Self,  Secretary 


Mrs.  W.  H.  McNairy,  Treasurer 


The  Organization  met  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  M.  J.  Abernethy. 


BROTHERHOOD 

Roy  F.  Shoaf,  President  John  Robinson,  Secretary 

Joe  Sullivan,  Vice  President  Paul  Hedrick,  Treasurer 


14 


PRESENT 
SUNDAY  CHURCH  SCHOOL 
October  1973 


OFFICERS 

Robert  Suddreth,  Superintendent       Dr.  Paul  P.  Hedrick,  Sec.  &  Treas. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crotts,  Asst.  Supt.       Mrs.  Joanna  Suddreth,  Lit.  Sec. 
Mrs.  Patsy  Bost,  Music 


TEACHERS 


Mrs.  Jane  Stevens 
Emmet  Stevens 
Mrs.  Dot  Hedrick 
Mrs.  Jeanette  Taylor 
Mrs.  Camilla  Stacy 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Wagner 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Miller 
Mrs.  Dottie  Lloyd 


Mrs.  Becky  Hedrick 
Miss  Pat  Pennington 
Mrs.  Sandra  Rich 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crotts 
Mrs.  Gladys  Sawyer 
John  Miller 
Thomas  Harville 
Harland  Deal 


Darrell  Lloyd 


WOMEN'S  GUILD 

Ruth  Rainey,  President  Mrs.  Judy  Prevost,  Secretary 

Mrs.  Carolyn  Wagner,  Vice  Pres.         Mrs.  Mary  Ellen  Smith,  Treasurer 


BROTHERHOOD 

Darrell  Lloyd,  President  James  Wagner,  Secretary 

Orin  Whitener,  Vice  President  George  Rabb,  Treasurer 


15 


MEMBERSHIP 
ZION  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Lenoir,  N.  C. 


Abernathy,  Earl  O. 
Abernathy,  Mrs.  Earl  (Ruth) 
Alicki,  Mrs.  John  (Georgia) 

Beach,  Mrs.  Clarence  E.  (Grace) 

Beck,  Mrs.  Paul  (Gail) 

Benfield,  Mrs.  Ray  (Deidra) 

Blackwelder,  Dr.  Verne  H. 

Bost,  John  F.,  Jr. 

Bost,  Mrs.  John  F.  (Virginia) 

Bost,  Alice 

Bost,  John  F.,  Ill 

Bost,  Mrs.  John  F.  (Patsy) 

Bost,  Stephanie  Rainey* 

Bost,  Leah  Johnsie* 

Boyd,  Mrs.  Fred  (Iva) 

Boyd,  Joseph  A. 

Boyd,  Mrs.  Joe  (Janice) 

Boyd,  Robert  W. 

Boyd,  Mrs.  Robert  (Joyce) 

Boyd,  Steve 

Boyd,  Douglas 

Broach,  Miss  Pamela 

Brookshire,  John  T. 

Brookshire,  Mrs.  John  (Lucille) 

Brown,  George  L. 

Brown,  Mrs.  George  (Lucy) 

Coffey,  Carson  R. 

Coffey,  Mrs.  Carson  (Charlotte) 

Coffey,  James 

Crotts,  Mrs.  Charlie  (Elizabeth) 

Deal,  Harland  M. 

Deal,  Mrs.  Harland  (Ollie) 

Edmisten,  Miss  Pearl 
Edmisten,  Miss  Lexie 


Greene,  Mrs.  Jerry  V.  (Kay) 

Gladden,  Robert  J. 

Gladden,  Mrs.  Robert  (Vivian) 

Gladden,  Tommy 

Gladden,  Steve 

Gladden,  Jeffery 

Greer,  George  W. 

Hall,  Earl  G. 
Hall,  Mrs.  Earl  (Penny) 
Hall,  Terry  Sue* 
Harrison,  James  Lloyd 
Harrison,  Mrs.  James  (Margaret) 
Harrison,  James 
Harville,  Thomas  C. 
Harville,  Mrs.  Thomas  (Daisy) 
Harville,  Tommey 
Hedrick,  Clarence  B. 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Clarence  (Sarah) 
Hedrick,  Dr.  Clyde  R. 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Clyde  (Stella) 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Paul  (Waldine) 
Hedrick,  Leslie 
Hedrick,  Dr.  Paul  P. 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Paul  (Becky) 
Hedrick,  Paul  Perry,  Jr.* 
Hedrick,  Joseph  Torrence* 
Hedrick,  Clyde  Winston* 
Hedrick,  Thomas  Andrew* 
Hedrick,  Richard 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Richard  (Dot) 
Hedrick,  Richard  Huntley* 
Hedrick,  Steve  Reitzel* 
Hedrick,  Wesley  Powell* 
Hedrick,  Robert  W.,  Jr. 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Robert  W. 
Hice,  Clyde 

Hice,  Mrs.  Clyde  (Winnie) 
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Hice,  David 

Huntley,  Mrs.  Ralph  (Winnie) 
Keever,  L.  J. 

Keever,  Mrs.  L.  J.  (Sarah) 
Kimberlin,  J.  Gareth 
Kimberlin,  Mrs.  Gareth  (Jo) 

Lloyd,  Darrell  W. 

Lloyd,  Mrs.  Darrell  (Dottie) 

Lloyd,  Douglas 

Lloyd,  Mary  Diane 

Lloyd,  Rebecca  Doreen* 

Lloyd,  Kenneth 

Martin,  Charles  E. 

Martin,  Mrs.  Charles  (Marilyn) 

Martin,  Kim* 

McCormick,  Mrs.  Tommy  (Deborah) 

McFalls,  Mrs.  John  (Gayle) 

McFalls,  Kriste  Eleanor 

McLean,  Mrs.  Beadie 

McRary,  Mrs.  John  (Karen) 

Miller,  John  D. 

Miller,  Mrs.  John  (Phyllis) 

Miller,  John  Hedrick 

Miller,  Phyllis  Anzelett 

Moore,  Mrs.  Douglas 

Morrow,  Mrs.  W.  P.  (Willie) 

Moone,  Mrs.  Clifford,  III  (Gay) 

Moses,  Mrs.  Bertha 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Myrtle 

Myers,  Robert  E. 

Myers,  Mrs.  Robert  (Carolyn) 

Myers,  Charles  Robert* 

Myers,  John  Edward* 

O'Brien,  Mrs.  Thomas  (Alicia) 

Pearce,  Mrs.  Kearney  (Alice) 
Pence,  Mrs.  Nick  (Marjorie) 
Pennington,  Kyle 
Pennington,  Mrs.  Kyle  (Shirley) 
Pennington,  Susan 


Pennington,  Sharon* 
Pennington,  Michael  Edward* 
Pennington,  Miss  Pat 
Prevost,  Gregg 
Prevost,  Mrs.  Gregg  (Judy) 
Prevost,  Chapel  Lynn 
Prevost,  Jill  Elizabeth 

Rabb,  Miss  Lela 
Rabb,  George  E. 
Rabb,  Mrs.  George  (Eva) 
Rabb,  Mrs.  Laura 
Rabb,  William  Moore 
Rabb,  Mrs.  William  (Vickie) 
Rabb,  Victoria  Ann* 
Rabb,  Tracy  Winston* 
Rabb,  Moore  William 
Rainey,  Mrs.  Ruth 
Rainey,  William  Lee 
Rainey,  James  Lee 
Rainey,  Joseph  William 
Rich,  Mrs.  Ralph  (Sandra) 
Rinker,  Dr.  George  E. 
Rinker,  Mrs.  George  (Barbara) 
Rinker,  Lillian  Hamilton* 
Rinker,  Elizabeth  Ann* 
Rinker,  Verne  Blackwelder 
Rowe,  Kathryn 

Sawyer,  Clyde 

Sawyer,  Mrs.  Clyde  (Gladys) 
Sawyer,  Clyde,  Jr. 
Schell,  Sidney  Gerald 
Schell,  Mrs.  Sidney  (Leona) 
Schell,  Duane 
Schell,  Nancy 
Schell,  Michael 

Sherman,  Mrs.  Stuart  (Theresa) 
Sherman,  Stuart  Holmes 
Sherman,  Clyde  Reitzel 
Shoaf,  Mrs.  Lena 
Shoaf,  Miss  Sarah 
Sigmon,  Miss  Evelyn 
Smith,  Harold 
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Smith,  Mrs.  Harold  (Jenelda) 
Smith,  Harold  Lenoir 
Smith,  Richard  Marvin* 
Smith,  Lynn  Lenore* 
Smith,  Harris  E. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Harris  (Mary  Ellen) 
Smith,  Sheldon  Easley* 
Smith,  Sarah  Ellen* 
Smith,  Mrs.  John  (Sarah) 
Smith,  John  Hardin 
Smith,  Michael  Lee 
Stacy,  Gary 

Stacy,  Mrs.  Gary  (Camilla) 
Stacy,  Leigh  Ann* 
Stacy,  Neil  Garrison* 
Stevens,  Emmett 
Stevens,  Mrs.  Emmett  (Jane) 
Stevens,  Jane  Elizabeth* 
Stevens,  Charles  Emmett,  Jr. 
Story,  Mrs.  I  la 
Suddreth,  Robert  D. 
Suddreth,  Mrs.  Robert  (Joanna) 
Suddreth,  Kathryn  Klutz* 
Suddreth,  Robert  B.* 
Sullivan,  Joe  M. 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  Joe  (Willie) 

Taylor,  Robert 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Robert  (Janette) 

Taylor,  Martha  Jane* 

*Unconfirmed 


Taylor,  Robert  Edward* 
Taylor,  Mary  Jane* 
Taylor,  James  Stanley* 
Taylor,  Margaret  June* 
Triplett,  Larry 

Wagner,  Mrs.  Verna 

Wagner,  James  E. 

Wagner,  Mrs.  James  (Carolyn) 

Wagner,  James  Ezro,  Jr.* 

Wagner,  Martha  Paige* 

Walker,  Albert  B.,  Jr. 

Walker,  Mrs.  Albert  (Mildred) 

Walker,  Deborah 

Walker,  Barbara  Lynn* 

Walker,  Janel  Louise* 

Watson,  Lewis,  1 1 1 

Watson,  Mrs.  Lewis  (Jennifer) 

Watson,  Lewis  IV* 

Watson,  Heath  Hedrick* 

Whitener,  Orin  S. 

Whitener,  Mrs.  Orin  (Mary  Kay) 

Whitener,  0.  Sigmon 

Williams,  Mrs.  Macon  (Anita) 

Wood,  John 

Wood,  Mrs.  John 

Yount,  Stuart  L. 

Young,  Mrs.  Stuart  (Charlotte) 


ROSTER  OF  PASTORS 


Rev.  Joseph  L.  Murphy,  D.  D.  (Counselor  and  Supply) 

1896-1898 

Rev.  Peter  M.  Trexler,  D.  D.  (Supply) 

1898-1900 

Mr.  Walter  W.  Rowe  (Student  Summer  Supply) 

1901-1902 

Rev.  William  H.  McNairy,  D.  D. 

1903-1908 

Rev.  J.  W.  Bell 

1908-1911 

Rev.  A.  Samuel  Peeler 

1911-1922 

Rev.  John  C.  Peeler,  D.  D. 

1923-1935 

Rev.  Walter  W.  Rowe,  D.  D. 

1935-1948 

Rev.  Arthur  R.  Detwiler 

1949-1953 

Rev.  Henry  J.  Meier 

1953-1961 

Rev.  George  E.  Dillenger,  S.  T.  D. 

1962-1966 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Myers 

1967 
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NOTES 


NOTES 


- 


Seventy-Fifth  Anniversary 
The  Lord1  s  Day  Celebration  Where 

God  Calls ,  Meets ,  and  Sends 
11  O'Clock  Worship     May  6,  1973 

Robert  E.  Myers,  Pastor 
Mrs.  W#  Pressley  Morrow,  Organist 
John  D.  Miller,  Choir  Director 
Mrs.  John  F.  Bost,  III, 
Junior  Choir  Director 
Jimmy  Wagner,  Acolyte 


The  Organ  Prelude      Gloria        Mozart1  s  Mass  No.  12 


Bell  of  Eleven 


Chiines  of  the  Hour 


*HYMN  #323      "GLORIOUS  THINGS  OF  THEE " 


#3.23  ~ 


*lntroit : 

We  have  come  to  worship  our  God.  Our  loving 
Father  who  in  Christ  is  truly  gracious  to  us. 
Let  us  rejoice  in  the  Holy  Spirit  that  inhabits 
our  world.  God  has  demonstrated  his  acceptance 
and  concern  for  us,  as  we  have  not  been  cast 
aside  or  destroyed.  Let  us  join  in  praise  for 
our  God  is  loving  and  merciful  and  is  ever  draw- 
ing us  closer  to  His  assuring  hope. 

*GLORIA  PATRI  #493      "GLORY  BE  TO  THE  FATHER"     1493  - 

-^Invocation  (Let  us  pray) 

Lord  of  our  life  and  God  of  our  salvation,  who 
loves  the  church  and  gives  life  for  it,  who  in 
wisdom  calls  and  dedicates  men  to  the  ministry 
of  Your  word,  graciously  accept  us  as  we  meet  to 
celebrate  the  happy  anniversary  of  this  Body  of 
Christ.  As  You,  0  God,  have  governed  and  guided 
us  through  the  years,  continue  to  us  Your  rule 
and  direction  in  the  future  years.  Give  to  us 
fuller  knowledge  of  Your  purpose  and  consecrate 
our  will  to  the  achievement  of  that  purpose.  As 
we  pray  together  the  prayer  which  Jesus  taught  us 

*THE  LORDfS  PRAYER 

(Congregation  may  be  seated ,  Organ  Interlude) 


Holy  Scripture 


Isaiah  52:7-10    Mark  8:34-38 


Anthem  .  Junior  Choir 

"They*  11  Know  We  Are  Christians"  Scholtes 
"A  Joyous  Psalm"  Butler 

Call  to  Confession"  CONFESSION  OF  SIN: 

GRACIOUS  FATHER,  THROUGH  WHOSE  STRENGTH  OUR 
FATHERS  WERE  GUIDED  AND  SAVED,  AND  BY  WHOSE  MERCY 
WE  ARE  BROUGHT  TO  THIS  DAY  OF  ANNIVERSARY  I  LOOK 
WITH  COMPASSION  ON  US  YOUR  CHILDREN,  GATHERED  IN 
THIS  CELEBRATION;  WE  CONFESS  THAT  WE  HAVE  NOT  LOVED 
YOU  WITH  OUR  WHOLE  HEART,  NOR  OUR  NEIGHBORS  AS  OUR- 
SELVES, WE  'HAVE  BEEN  FEARFUL  WHEN  VIE  SHOULD  HAVE 
BEEN  FAITHFUL,  WE  HAVE  BEEN  SELFISH  WHEN  WE  SHOULD 
HAVE  BEEN  GENEROUS,  AND  VIE  HAVE  SOUGHT  THE  THINGS 
OF  THIS  WORLD  WHEN  WE  SHOULD  HAVE  SOUGHT  YOUR  KING- 
DOM. SPARE  AND  REDEEM  US,  THAT  WE  MIGHT  BE  SERVANTS 
OF  YOUR  HOLY  TOLL,  THROUGH  OUR  LORD  AND  SAVIOUR, 
JESUS  CHRIST.  AMEN 

KYRIE  #518  -  'v  Assurance  of  Pardon 

Anthem;  '       "King,.  All-Glorious"  Vail 

Junior  Message 

HYMN  #378    "HAIL  TO  THE  BRIGHTNESS  OF  ZION'S"     #378  - 

The  Wor4  for  the  Day     Dr.  James  H.  Lightbourne,  Jr. 

Pastoral  Prayer  Choral  Response 

.Message    "A  Museum,  A  •Monument,  A  Movement" 

Affirmation    (in  Unison) 

WE  THE  SERVANTS  OF  THIS  AGE,  RECALL  THE  SAINTS 
OF  AGES  GONE  BY,  THAT  "WE  MIGHT  BE  DRAWN  TO  CHRIST,.  ... 
TO  HIS  FREEING  POWER-  IN  RESURRECTION,  AS  WERE  THE 
FATHERS:  OF:  THE  MOVEMENT  .  WE  JOIN  THEM  IN  THE  ONE 
UNIVERSAL  FAITH,  SHARE  WITH  THEM  THE  HOPE  OF  NEW 
HUMANITY,  AND  CELEBRATE  WITH  THEM  THE  LOVE  AND: 
PEACE  OF  GOD.  WE'  ARE  THE  COMMUNITY  OF  FAITH, 
CALLED  BY.  THE  SPIRIT  INTO  NEW  LIFE.      •  ' 


Offertory     "Largo  in  a  Flat" 


Stirling 


Offertory  Prayer  of  dedication  (in  UNISON) 

LORD,  WE  OFFER  YOU  THE  GIFTS  OF  OUR  HANDS  AND 
AND  HEARTS.  ME  SEND  THEM  ON  THEIR  ERRANDS  OF 
MERCY  AND  LOVE.  DEDICATE  THESE  GIFTS  AND  OUR 
LIVES  AS  MESSENGERS  OF  GOOD  NEWS.  AMEN 

"""HYMN  #32,6    "0  WHERE  ARE  KINGS  AND  EMPIRES  NOW"    #326  - 

*A  Commission 

Go  forth  into  the  world  with  love.  Celebrate 
the  movement  of  peace  and  freedom.  Remember  your 
fathers,  who  carved  the  community.  Build  the 
community  wherever  and  whenever  you  can.  In  the 
name  and  for  the  sake  of  Christ.  So  be  it.  So 
shall  we  live! 

*The  Blessing  Chimes 

*The  Organ  Postlude  Wesley 

(*)  -  The  Congregation  will  please  stand 

CAPITALS  -  denote  Congregational  vocal  participation 

TODAY  -  we  greet  each  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.  You  are  received  in  the  spirit  of  fellowship. 
You  are  welcomed  in  the  grace  of  friendship. On  this 
75th  Anniversary  Day,  we  are  glad  to.  have  you  with  us: 
as  .members,  friends,  neighbors,  former  members  and 
guests.  We  note  with  special  recognition  today,;  our 
three  former  living  pastors  and  our  three  sons  of  Zion 
Church  who  are  pastors.  Also  our  Conference  Minister 
and  Associate  Conference  Minister    of  Western  Associat- 
ion of  Southern  Conference.  This  day,  we  rejoice  in 
the  praise  of  God. 

THE  MESSAGE  -  today  lifts  up  the  church  as  a  museum  in 
its  myth  and  message  (Amos  6:1),  the  church  as  a  monu- 
ment in  its  ministry  and  membership  (I  Peter  2:7)  and 
the  church  as  a  movement  in  its  Messiah  and  mission. 

(Luke  9:62)   '  _  

Zion  United "Church  of  TTKrist 
Box  744, 1019  College  Ave.  S,W.  Lenoir,  N.C.  28645 
Church  754-3622  Parsonage  754-4613 

75th  Anniversary  May  6,  1973 

Dial-A-Prayer  758-4466 


1091  COLLEGE  AVE.,  S.W. 


